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Introduction to the approvals and licensing
process for composting facilities

Why do composting
facilities require approval
in NSW?

Composting and recycling of organic
resources that are traditionally
disposed of in landfill is an important
NSW Government waste
management strategy (NSW EPA,
1997).

However, poorly managed
composting operations can have a
significant impact on the
environment and on the amenity of
the community.

Thus, development consent for
composting facilities is
required under the Environmental
Planning and Assessment Act (1979)
from local other

government authority so that:

usually

council or

e composting facilities are located
in areas appropriate to the scale
of their operations, and land with
appropriate
capacity and with surrounding
land uses are compatible with the
likely amenity impacts;

environmental

e to ensure that composting
facilities are located where they
have minimal affect on heritage
items or heritage conservation

areas;  scenic, visually or
environmentally sensitive land;
ground or surface water quality;
air quality; ambient noise levels;
and rare or endangered flora or
fauna;

e to ensure that composting
facilities are located on land
sufficient in size to enable their
operations to occur in an orderly
manner whilst allowing sufficient
space  for any  necessary
environmental safeguards;

e to ensure that composting
facilities are located in areas
assessable to their end users and
with access to appropriate and
adequate transport networks; and,

e to ensure that composting
facilities are designed,
constructed and operated using
contemporary ~ best  practice
methods to minimise impacts on
surrounding areas or the built and
natural  environment  (Inner
Sydney Waste Board, 2000).

Development applications for
composting facilities are
performance based and are assessed
in accordance with the provisions of
the Environmental Planning and

Plate 1. Photograph of a basic outdoor windrow composting operation.

RESOURCE?

Information for organic resource recovery, management,
research & development, quality systems and training




Assessment Act (1979).

Composting facility development
proposals will fall into a number of
possible categories under this Act,
and may be:

e Local development (refer s. 76A
ss. 4);

e Advertised development (refer s.
79A);

e Integrated development (refer s.
90-93B).

e Designated development (refer s.
77A-79 and Schedule 3 of EP&A
Regulation, 2000).

e State significant development
(refer s. 88-89A).
A review of the complete

development assessment process is
provided in Information Sheet No. 1-
4,

Why do composting
facilities require an
environment protection
licence in NSW?

Commercial composting facilities are
licensed in New South Wales by the
Environment Protection Authority
under the Protection of the
Environment Operations Act (1979).

An environment protection licence is
required by most composting
facilities, under this Act to regulate
their impact on the environment.

Conditions are specified in the
licence to ensure that the operator of
the composting facility minimises
impacts on the environment and on
the amenity of the community.

In  many environment
protection licenses are granted as a
part of the integrated development
approvals process (see Information
Sheet No. 1-4).

cases,

Composting  facilities that are
considered to be scheduled activities

2 ...

require an environment protection
licence according to the provisions in
Schedule 1 of the Protection of the
Environment Operations Act (1997),
and according to other Acts if
appropriate.

Composting facilities that are non-
scheduled activities are likely to
result in  minimal to no
environmental impact, and therefore
do not require a licence.

In July 1999 the Protection of the
Environment Operations Act (1997)
commenced in NSW.

The Act consolidates the key
pollution statutes under a single act.
The Act embodies the
superseded Acts, including the Clean
Air Act (1961), Clean Waters Act
(1970), Environmental Offences and
Penalties Act (1989), Noise Control
Act (1975), Pollution Control Act
(1970) and it incorporates the major
regulatory provisions of the Waste
Minimisation and Management Act
(1995).

now

In the past, a licence under each of
these Acts (where relevant) was
required to operate a composting
facility. Now, only one licence is
required to operate a composting
facility.

Step-by-step process to
obtain approval and a
licence

The Information Sheets have been
produced to guide prospective
developers of composting facilities
through the complicated approvals
and licensing process.

Information ~ Sheets within this
package have been arranged in
sequence to guide the reader through
the entire approvals and licensing
process — from technology selection
through to preparing an
environmental management plan.

An outline of the approvals and
licensing process for composting

Definitions

Development Consent'

Means consent under Part 4 of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment
Act (1979) to carry out development and
unless

includes, expressly excluded, a

complying development certificate.

Integrated Development1

Integrated development is development (not
being complying development) that, in
order for it to be carried out, requires
development consent and one or more of
the  following Fisheries
Management Act (1994); Heritage Act
(1977); Mine Subsidence Compensation
Act (1961); National Parks and Wildlife Act
(1974); Protection of the Environment
(1997);
Foreshores Improvement Act (1948); Roads
Act (1993); Water Act, (1912).

approvals:

Operations  Act Rivers and

Scheduled Activity”

An activity requiring a licence under
Schedule 1 of the Protection of the
Environment Operations Act (1997) by the
Environment Protection Authority.

Environment Protection Licence
Environment protection licence means a
licence authorising the carrying out of
scheduled development work or scheduled
activities or controlling the pollution of
water arising from non-scheduled activities,
being a licence issued under Chapter 3 (of
the POEO Act, 1997) and in force.

"EP&A Act (1979).

2 POEO Act (1997).

facilities in New South Wales is
shown in Figure 1.



Figure 1. Overview of the Information Sheets which provide a guide to developing an approved composting facility in New South
Wales.

Information Sheet 1-8
Case study - successfull
landscape supplies business
expands into composting

Information Sheet 1-7
Preparing the impact
statements, gaining develop-
ment consent and relevant
environment protection
licenses

Information Sheet 1-6
Detailed site design and
documenting an environ-
mental management plan

Information Sheet 1-5
Consultation with
government authorities

Information Sheet 1-4
The performance-based
development assessment
process

Information Sheet 1-3
Site selection and impact
analysis

Information Sheet 1-2
Preliminary planning and
identification of appropriate
composting technologies





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


